
Black Cultural Center
​Newsletter

In 1984, black student leaders from the class of 1985 proposed the
establishment of the Black Cultural Center to correlate with the increase in

recruitment of black students. The BCC opened in 1991 in 126 Squires Student
Center. The BCC is an important component of Virginia Tech’s efforts to create
a welcoming and inclusive campus. It is utilized by the campus community for
educational programs, exhibits, meetings, and receptions. The BCC includes

comfortable space for community building and for studying.

A Conversation with Alumnus, Award-Winning Filmmaker
& Author



Social Events for the Month

From Hitchcock High to the NFL: I am Michael Sam
When: October 5 | 6:00pm
Sponsored by:  LGBTQ+ Resource Center and the
Black Cultural Center
Location: via Zoom

Sankofa Business Alumni in Residence and Creativity and Innovation
When: October 6-8 | link: https://www.inclusive.vt.edu/Programs/
sankofa.html
Sponsored by: Office for Inclusion and Diversity
Location: Black Cultural Center

VT Homecoming October 11 - 16

Spotlighting the Black Student Experience

The Rematch
When: October 12 | 6:00pm
Sponsored by: The Student African American Brotherhood (SAAB) PPL
Location: Black Cultural Center

https://www.inclusive.vt.edu/Programs/sankofa.html
https://www.inclusive.vt.edu/Programs/sankofa.html


Black Girl Magic (BGM) Hour
When: October 13 | 11:00am
Sponsored by: College of Liberal Arts and
Human Sciences (CLAHS)
Location: Virtual Event
- https://virginiatech.zoom.us/my/devair

“Word of Mouth” 
When: October 14 | 8:00pm
Sponsored by: Black Cultural Center and DITC
Location: Black Cultural Center

Open House for the new NPHC
House  
When: October 16 | 8:45am
Sponsored by: NPHC
Location: Oak Lane Community at
Virginia Tech

College of Science Community
Night
When: October 18 | 6:00pm
Sponsored by: College of Science 
Location: Black Cultural Center

https://virginiatech.zoom.us/my/devair


Ebony Women of Excellence 
When: October 21 | 6:00pm
Sponsored by: The Women’s
Center, SOAR, and the Black
Cultural Center
Location: Black Cultural Center

Black Male Excellence Network (B-
MEN) Kick off event
When: October 28 | 5:00pm
Sponsored by: Student Success
Center
Location: Owens Banquet Hall

Professional Opportunities for the Month

Science Technology Engineering and Math Virtual Webinar
When: October 2 | Morning Session 11-1pm
Afternoon Session 2-4pm
Sponsored by: Gradlab National GEM Consortium
Location: Virtual
Signup link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsECvEoFK1WKjy9aXXYJWA
Yk8zaZo3n3MihMFceL8PVTW9Vw/viewform

Graduate and Professional School Fair at
Virginia Tech
When: October 4 | 11:00am
Location: Virtual
Sponsored by: Virginia Tech Graduate School
Signup link:
https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/vt-grad-
school/e/Q85zg

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsECvEoFK1WKjy9aXXYJWAYk8zaZo3n3MihMFceL8PVTW9Vw/viewform
https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/vt-grad-school/e/Q85zg


Interviewing and Microaggressions
When: October 7 | 12:00pm
Sponsored by: Cultural and Community
Centers at Virginia Tech
Location: Virtual 

Pamplin College’s Center for Business Analytics
(CBA) at Virginia Tech
When: October 11 | 6:30pm
Location: Virtual
Sponsored by: Virginia Tech Graduate School
Signup link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7
eChicuVmmDEBQaXZBD40N6BJgfv9yQ
EUqgsXEhJ8Y4zBDA/viewform

Vanderbilt University School of Engineering
Virtual information Session
When: October 21 | 12:00pm
Sponsored by: College of Science 
Location: Virtual

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7eChicuVmmDEBQaXZBD40N6BJgfv9yQEUqgsXEhJ8Y4zBDA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7eChicuVmmDEBQaXZBD40N6BJgfv9yQEUqgsXEhJ8Y4zBDA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7eChicuVmmDEBQaXZBD40N6BJgfv9yQEUqgsXEhJ8Y4zBDA/viewform


Methodologies in Caribbean Research on
Gender and Sexuality
When: October 25 | 6:00pm
Sponsored by: Africana Studies, Department
of Sociology, and the Women’s Center
Location: Fralin Auditorium & Virtual

Diversifying Science Peer Mentor Program
When: October 31 | 11:59pm
Sponsored by: College of Science - email
Jess Hoopengardner at jessh@vt.edu
Apply here:
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/
​form/SV_0cWplzahbvQBINg?Q_CHL=qr

Academic Resources

Organization: Student Opportunities & Achievement Resources Program

Vision: “Our vision is to create a socially just and inclusive community, where
students thrive in their experiences with diversity.”
Mission: A holistic support program dedicated to welcoming and retaining
underrepresented minority students at Virginia Tech and promoting their
success through campus collaborations.

For more information click here

MITRSE is recruiting for the Cybersecurity Futures Program, an internship in
partnership with the Prelude Institute (TPI). The team is currently seeking
undergraduates for this 10-week paid internship. As an intern you will receive
training, mentorship, and hands-on experience tackling critical cybersecurity
issues. Applications require a resume. Applications are due by March, 30th.

https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cWplzahbvQBINg?Q_CHL=qr
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cWplzahbvQBINg?Q_CHL=qr
https://www.inclusive.vt.edu/Programs/SOAR.html


Apply here.

Special Organization Announcements

From BOC: 
The Black Organizations Council now has a new website that can be
accessed here !!

From the Black Caucus: 
The Black Caucus Newsletter | Click here: https://us18.campaign-
archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=bce76da089a6f328b4b1ee74b&id=330d33c6b0

From the LGBTQ+ Resource Center:
LGBTQ+ History Month: October 1 - 31
Click here for upcoming events:
https://ccc.vt.edu/calendar/LGBT_History_Month.html

Study Abroad Opportunity

CLAHS Education Abroad Scholarship
Hoping to study abroad this winter, spring, or summer? Want some help to
make it happen? Apply to the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences
Education Abroad Scholarship.
Application Deadline Wednesday, October 6th, 2021
Learn more and apply here (click Education Abroad)!

The Inaugural BCC Advisory Board 2021-22

o Andrea Baldwin
o Chontrese Doswell
o Dakotah Hamilton
o Taylor McFadden
o Karen Eley Sanders
o Anthony Scott
o Tremayne Waller

Black Business of the month to support

She’s International Boutique
Styles from around the world in one
Roanoke Boutique

Owned and operated by former

https://mitre.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/MITRE/job/Hampton-VA/Cybersecurity-Futures-Internship_R102118
https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/boc/home
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5BUNIQID%5D&u=bce76da089a6f328b4b1ee74b&id=330d33c6b0
https://ccc.vt.edu/calendar/LGBT_History_Month.html
https://t.send.vt.edu/r/?id=h338df17,3ef294d,3ef5012&utm_source=cmpgn_clahs&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtCLAHSUGAllMajors2022CMP_DM865183


international flight attendant, Diane Speaks, She’s International Boutique
boasts some of the most unique clothing, jewelry, handbags and accessories
curated together for an unparalleled shopping experience. Throughout her 30
year career as a flight attendant, Diane had the opportunity to visit over 15
countries and shop some of the most intriguing shopping districts in the world.

Diane now leverages her international relationships to hand pick fashion-
forward items offered together exclusively in the store. At our boutique, you
will find products from leading international fashion houses as well as lesser-
known designers who are making important statements. Each finely
constructed piece claims exquisite craftsmanship, quality fabric and materials,
and for many of our brands- She’s International Boutique is the exclusive sales
location in the United States.

https://shesinternationalboutique.com/

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & LABOR RECOGNITION

The American Indian and Indigenous People's Alliance revised the Virginia Tech land
acknowledgement to better reflect historical truths and institutional commitments. The
statement also includes a recognition of how the labor of enslaved Black people generated
revenue and resources for what is now Virginia Tech.

Virginia Tech acknowledges that we live and work on the Tutelo /
Monacan People’s homeland and we recognize their continued
relationships with their lands and waterways. We further acknowledge
that legislation and practices like the Morrill Act (1862) enabled the
commonwealth of Virginia to finance and found Virginia Tech through the
forced removal of Native Nations from their lands, both locally and in
western territories. 

We understand that honoring Native Peoples without explicit material
commitments falls short of our institutional responsibilities. Through
sustained, transparent, and meaningful engagement with the Tutelo /
Monacan Peoples, and other Native Nations, we commit to changing the
trajectory of Virginia Tech's history by increasing Indigenous student,
staff, and faculty recruitment and retention, diversifying course offerings,
and meeting the growing needs of all Virginia tribes and supporting their
sovereignty. 
 
We must also recognize that enslaved Black people generated revenue
and resources used to establish Virginia Tech and were prohibited from
attending until 1953. Through InclusiveVT, the institutional and individual
commitment to Ut Prosim (that I may serve) in the spirit of community,
diversity, and excellence, we commit to advancing a more diverse,
equitable, and inclusive community.

Social Media

 ​  ​  ​

https://shesinternationalboutique.com/
https://www.facebook.com/vt.bcc.1
https://twitter.com/VTBCC
https://www.instagram.com/vtbcc/?hl=en

